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Contact: Teri Rizvi
LET'S HOPE THEY GOT AN "A" -- It started out as a class project in John
Eimermacher's "Design for Producibility" class. It could end up as a
$2 million cost-saving measure for auto giant General Motors.
Three mechanical engineering graduate students at the University of Dayton
are recommending that Delco Chassis, a division of GM, change the material
GM uses for the emission valve on its air pumps from stainless steel to
plastic. According to the students' research, the company would save more
than $2 million after making an initial investment of about $200,000 to
modify an assembly machine. "The company was pretty shocked by the cost
savings," says student Jeff Stukenborg, who works as a project engineer for
Delco Chassis. stukenborg says the company is seriously considering the
students' proposal--enough to talk about performing engineering analyses on
the material and producing a prototype for testing in an automobile.
Call Jeff Stukenborg at (513) 455-9487 or John Eimermacher at (513) 2292990. Stukenborg lives 1n Bellbrook.
DECISIONS, DECISIONS -- To refinance or not to refinance? That's the
question perplexing homeowners, edgy about where the mortgage rate is
heading. "If you can refinance at a lower interest rate and recoup your
upfront expenses within three to four years, it's probably worth it," says
Ralph Frasca, an associate professor of economics and finance at the
University of Dayton and co-author of Personal Finance. Will the rates go
up or down? "You really can't predict the future. This is very much like
playing the stock market," he says. "If the economy doesn't respond to the
lower rates, the Federal Reserve Bank may recommend pushing them lower."
Call Ralph Frasca at (513) 885-5401.

Frasca resides in Spring Valley.

CALLED TO SERVE -- Two University of Dayton graduates are traveling to
Budapest to help doctors learn about techniques in plastic surgery for
children. "We've been blessed with a good life, and we just wanted to make
a contribution," says Janet Graul, a nurse whose husband, Thomas, is a
plastic surgeon. Surgical Aid to Children of the World is paying the
couple's air fare and housing for the March 3-April 1 trip. In 1979, the
Grauls spent six weeks in the Philippines, where they helped at clinics.
Call Tom or Janet Graul at (513) 223-3264 and Surgical Aid to Children of
the World at (516) 374-4118 or (516) 678-4900. They live in Kettering.
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